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O ctober stands at a crossroads of the seasons. Brilliant 

leaves and cooling breezes herald the advance of autumn, 

yet summer’s bounty continues to flow from orchard and garden. 

Such provisions from the hand of our Creator bring this 

familiar passage to mind, “. . . the fruit of the 

Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 

gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 

temperance: against such there is no law” (Gal. 

5:22, 23 KJV).  

We often hear the fruit of the Spirit listed as characteristics 

that should be revealed in the life of the Christian. But let’s look 

for a moment at the fruit of the Spirit in God’s character and see 

how relational and engaging our God reveals Himself to be. 

Love—Popular culture defines love in terms of tolerance, 

claiming love does not interfere in another’s choices, even if they 

are on a downward spiral. John 3:16, 17 exposes that lie by 

revealing God’s love in the gift of Jesus Christ, deeply interposing 

Himself between humankind and eternal ruin. Read these familiar 

words again, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have everlasting life. For 

God did not send His Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but that the world through 

Him might be saved” (John 3:16, 17 NKJV). 

Joy—“The Lord your God in your midst, 

The Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice over you with 

gladness, He will quiet you with His love, He will rejoice over 

you with singing” (Zeph. 3:17 NKJV). See how joyful God is to 

be in the midst of humanity, mighty to save; rejoicing in the 

existence of each of us!  Do you sense His personal warmth, His 

delight in you?  
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Peace—“Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not 

as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be 

troubled, neither let it be afraid” (John 14:27 NKJV). His peace is 

His serene presence with us during trial and suffering, not the 

mere absence of discomfort and pain. 

Longsuffering—“The Lord is not slack concerning His 

promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, 

not willing that any should perish but that all should come to 

repentance” (2 Peter 3:9 NKJV). God reveals this characteristic in 

such a relational way; He patiently bears the pain of personal 

rejection with the supreme hope that we will repent and 

return to Him. 

     Gentleness—“. . . Your right hand has held me 

up, Your gentleness has made me great” (Psalm 

18:35 NKJV). In this world, how rare it is to see 

power and gentleness combined! Yet the gospel 

reveals our powerful God giving gentle care to fallen 

humanity, sacrificing everything of His own for our 

highest good. 

    Goodness—“Then He said, “I will make all My goodness 

pass before you, and I will proclaim the name of the Lord before 

you. I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will have 

compassion on whom I will have compassion” (Exodus 33:19 

NKJV). His goodness is shown in His name, Yahweh—the self 

existent, eternal One—and in His choice to show grace and 

compassion to whomever He wants to. Not in a changeable, 

vindictive, favoritism sort of way, but in His great mercy toward 

all of us undeserving sinners. 

Faith—“Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our 

faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 

despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the 

throne of God. For consider Him who endured such hostility from 

sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and 

discouraged in your souls” (Hebrews 12:2, 3 NKJV). 

Look at the amazing faith Jesus exemplified! No matter 

the outward circumstances, He trusted the promises of 

God and His ability to make good on His Word. 
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Meekness—“For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all 

things and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to 

glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through 

sufferings” (Heb. 2:10 NKJV). This characteristic is one that 

Satan accused God of requiring in His followers and not 

possessing Himself. But in Christ’s life, the most incredible 

meekness is constantly revealed; He was never provoked. 

Temperance (self-control)—”But He, being full of 

compassion, forgave their iniquity, and did not destroy them. Yes, 

many a time He turned His anger away, and did not stir up all His 

wrath; For He remembered that they were but flesh, a breath that 

passes away and does not come again” (Psalm 78:38, 39 NKJV). 

Ellen White wrote, “The forbearance of God has been very 

great—so great that when we consider the continuous insult to 

His holy commandments, we marvel. The 

Omnipotent One has been exerting a restraining 

power over His own attributes” (Prophets and 

Kings, p. 276). Amazing self control! 

These characteristics of the Godhead, the fruit 

of the Spirit, reveal His heart. What a Person! 

What a God! May these glimpses of His character 

encourage us to know and trust Him more. 

Karen Ekkens 

Prayer Initiative and Vertical 

by Elizabeth Travis 

A s October begins, Village Church finishes an important 

initiative, one it has shared with the entire Upper 

Columbia Conference. On September 1, churches all over the 

conference joined together in a commitment—a commitment to 

40 days of prayer. Church members were invited to pray for the 

Holy Spirit’s guidance in the Seventh-day Adventist church, to 

seek His vision and better understand how we might reach people 

with the Word of God, the Good News of salvation in Jesus 

Christ. 

When this prayer initiative began in September, Village 

Church started with a delicious Prayer Breakfast. Pathfinders 
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prepared the food, and people 

from all over the valley came, 

eager to join the prayer 

initiative. 

     At the breakfast, David 

Jamison, president of the 

Upper Columbia Conference, 

gave the keynote address, while Pastors Steve Walikonis, John 

Stafford, James Ash, and Stephen Farr led out in the corporate 

prayer time. There were prayers of praise and confession, 

thanksgiving and supplication, asking God to bless this initiative 

and, through it, to reach a vast, troubled world desperately in need 

of Christ. 

Over the last month, members of Village Church have contin-

ued their commitment to this prayer initiative. And although the 

40 days are almost completed, the Upper Columbia Conference 

still needs our prayers. We need to commit ourselves to seeking 

the Holy Spirit, to seeking God’s wisdom and guidance. Only 

then can we understand how to lovingly and effectively reach 

people with the message of Christ. 

As the 40 Days of Prayer initiative draws to a close, members 

of Village Church are encouraged to continue praying these 

requests daily: 

  Pray that God will give you a greater burden for people who 

need to know Him. 

  Pray earnestly for a special outpouring of God’s Spirit on 

people in our valley, that many will be interested and attend 

the series. 

  Tell God that you are available for His use in leading others 

to Him. 

  Commit your friends and family to God in prayer, that they 

might know Him as Savior and Lord. 

  Pray, asking God to bring people into your sphere of influ-

ence who are ready to hear the gospel. 

  Prayer walk your neighborhood and, if possible, our wider 

community, asking God to work in every home and life. 

  Ask God to bring to your attention fellow members who no 

longer attend church and pray for their return. 
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O n Sabbath, August 20, 2022, our Youth Class went to 

Jubilee Lake. And what a sight it is to behold! It is 

absolutely gorgeous up there with a view of the mountains. 

Some of the activities that our class did were swimming and 

kayaking. We had really nice fellowship as well. From talk of 

work to cars, songs, and school, there were various topics of 

conversation, all special in their own way. For supper we had hot 

dogs, heated over a little fire. 

I guess the part that was most special to me was, when all the 

activities were complete, we sang songs and had worship. One of 

the requests was to share what God had done for us in our lives. 

The responses made one really think. The cool thing was, when 

we didn’t have the distractions of the phones (because there is no 

service up there), we were able to actually appreciate nature and 

appreciate each other. The weather was also very beautiful, 

especially when a rainbow came out, which was absolutely 

stunning! 

But what made me really appreciate it was the people, and 

just having this quiet moment with God. This quiet moment that 

we got to share with God was something so special. This event 

     A special thanks to Prayer 

Line leaders Pat Williams, Ricky 

Kearns, Duane Anderson, Dan 

Solis, John and Ruby Stafford, 

and all the church members participating in the 40 

days of prayer challenge. May God bless this 

initiative and guide our churches in the days to 

come. 

Beth Travis 

Jubilee Lake: A Moment with God 
           by Clarissa Carlin 



6 

wasn’t just about spending 

time with each other and 

getting to have some fun, it 

was about getting away 

from all the distractions we 

have, and getting to 

actually breathe—breathe 

God’s nature, and breathe 

what He has for us. 

There were people in 

our group who went for a walk around the lake, which I am sure 

was breathtaking. But the main thing is, we were out in God’s 

nature, enjoying what He 

had created. 

     So, even though it was a 

very dusty journey to get to 

the actual lake, it was so 

worth it. We were there with 

the One who created the 

lake, and we were there with 

each other. In 

this world, it 

can’t get much 

better than that. 

Clarissa Carlin 
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W hen the rich young 

ruler asked what he 

needed to do to have eternal life, Jesus 

said, “keep the commandments.” The 

young man replied that he’d been doing 

that. Then Jesus showed him his defi-

ciency, saying, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have, 

and give to the poor . . . and come, follow Me” (Matt. 19:21). 

     No doubt this man loved God, but not quite as much as he 

loved his possessions. He desired heaven, but not as much as he 

desired money. He exchanged heavenly 

riches for earthly riches. Could there be 

Christians today who are doing the same? 

Material possessions are said to be like 

Cracker Jacks—“the more you get, the 

more you want.” Human nature is covet-

ous, and unless we are submissive to God’s 

claims, we find it hard to be generous. 

The Desire of Ages page 273 says, “To Matthew in his 

wealth, and to Andrew and Peter in their poverty, the same test 

was brought; the same consecration was made by each. At the 

moment of success, when the nets were filled with fish, and the 

impulses of the old life were strongest, Jesus asked the disciples 

at the sea to leave all for the work of the gospel. So every soul is 

tested as to whether the desire for temporal good or for fellowship 

with Christ is strongest.” 

There is a familiar hymn by Frances R. Havergal that reminds 

us of the example of Christ and what He sacrificed to save us. “I 

gave My life for thee, My precious blood I shed. 

That thou might’st ransomed be, and quickened 

from the dead. I gave, I gave My life for thee, 

what hast thou given for Me?”  

     May God bless us as we dedicate ourselves 

and our resources to His work in this world! 

Money Matters 

by Steve Walikonis 
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I  can’t wait for Campout Kanah!!” Jean-

Lannes would say, and right behind it 

Eliza’s voice echoed the very same 

sentiment—for a full two weeks! To say 

they were excited for church campout is an 

understatement. 

     This year, our group of campers was a 

small, intimate group but as usual the 

blessings of new connections still 

abounded and quiet relaxation was just as refreshing. 

Among our veteran campers we had newcomers, and we are 

delighted that they joined in this year. One young boy came with 

his grandparents to experience camp for the first time. He had a 

blast! Three times down the zipline may have been the icing on 

the cake for him. 

A shout out to our veteran campers Larry and Jacquie 

Goodhew who also zipped the zipline 3 times—each! However, I 

have no photographic proof of this because it’s on their camera 

and they, being ones to never let the grass grow under their feet, 

have zipped out of town! Maybe next issue . . .  

Each year special memories are made during our time at camp 

and this year was no exception. The sermon on Sabbath was 

delivered by Lillian Schwarz. The first time Lillian came to 

campout she was four years old, and her family enjoyed it so 

much they have come back every 

year since. This was year 10 for 

them. It’s a special thing, watching 

the leaders of our church bloom and 

grow right before our eyes. 

Time at camp always goes by 

too fast, leaving us to anticipate next 

year’s campout and all the mem-

ories and special moments just 

waiting to be made. 

The Camp Elkanah Experience 2022 

by Kimberly Golles 

Kimberly (and Eliza) Golles 
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I n a few days, on October 7, at 7 pm, Pastor Bill McClendon 

will begin the Hope through Prophecy lecture series at 

Village Church. Meetings will continue nightly, with the 

exception of Sunday and Wednesday evenings, through October 

22, 2022. Originally planned for the fall of 2020, and rescheduled 

several times because of COVID, we are excited and believing 

that this is God’s time, this is God’s hour. He is at work! 

Some may ask, “Why hold a Bible prophecy seminar and 

invite the community?” Simple. Jesus’ mission in coming to earth 

was to “seek and save” (Luke 19:10) people everywhere. He asks 

His church, you and me, to be His messengers, (Matthew 28:19, 

20) and purposes His church to carry the news of salvation to our 

world. Jesus said, proclaim the Good News because without it 

people are lost in this life and forever in the life to come.   

Why present Hope through Prophecy in the Walla Walla 

valley? Because we are God’s Good News carriers. We do that in 

numerable ways. In our attitudes and actions we offer glimpses of 

God. In a Bible prophecy seminar, friends, neighbors and 

community will see God in His beauty and eternal truth . . . but 

only if they attend.   

Thousands of brochures have already arrived in Walla Walla 

valley mailboxes. Social media, newspaper, and cable television 

advertisements are inviting people to come. The question is, will 

you? Will you make this a priority, really? Will you attend every 

session you possibly can . . . and invite a relative, friend, 

coworker, neighbor, family to come with you? Will you? I know 

you will, if you possibly can. Thank you! 

Pray earnestly that the Holy Spirit will impress, convict, and 

create longing for His peace in the mind of every inhabitant of 
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Cindy’s Corner 

by Cindy Walikonis, Registered Dietitian 

Stroganoff: 

1 medium onion, chopped 

4 cloves garlic, minced 

2-3 Tablespoons olive, canola, or avocado oil 

1 lb. fresh mushrooms, sliced 

3 Tablespoons all purpose flour 

2 cups vegetable broth (can use Better Than Bouillon 

Vegetable to make broth) 
 

H ere is a great comfort-food recipe for fall! 

Mushroom Stroganoff 
 with Cashew Cream 

our fair community. Pray expectantly that people will sense the 

security and purpose deficit that accompanies life without God. 

Pray believingly that God will touch people all around our city, 

and use brochures, social media, newspaper ads, . . . and you to 

reach them and invite them. He will, because He is drawing 

people (John 12:32) and will use you, some way, somehow . . . if 

you are willing to be a part of His calling. 

     Hope through Prophecy is also a great chance 

for you to grow spiritually. Nightly, you will hear 

essential, saving, transforming Bible truths. Every 

session will be a spiritual banquet as Pastor Bill 

dives into God’s word, revealing eternal realities 

essential to life and salvation. Bring your children, 

your grandchildren, nieces and nephews. Bring 

friends who have been COVID scarce for years. 

Smile, rejoice, be glad, and expect the miraculous! 

Jeff Kinne 
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Cashew Cream: 

1 cup raw cashews 

3/4 cup water 

1 -2 T. Bragg Liquid Aminos 

 

1. Make the Cashew Cream: Bring 3 cups of water to a boil. 

Pour the hot water over the cashews and let soak for 5 

minutes. Drain the cashews and discard the soaking water. Add 

them to a blender along with the 3/4 cup fresh water and 

Bragg Aminos. May add 1 tablespoon lemon juice or raw apple 

cider vinegar if you want it to be more like sour cream.  Blend 

until very smooth. Set aside. 
 
2. In a large pot or pan, combine the onions and oil and cook 

until onions soften. Add mushrooms and turn the heat to 

medium-high. Stir frequently until onions are translucent and  

the mushrooms start to release their moisture, and then cook 

until the mushrooms are tender and have shrunk in size.  
 
3. Stir in the garlic and cook for 1 more minute, then sprinkle 

the flour on top and stir it into the vegetables. Gradually pour 

in the vegetable broth while stirring. Bring to a boil, then lower 

the heat and simmer for 4-5 minutes until it thickens slightly.  
 
4. Now add the cashew cream and stir it in. You should have a 

very creamy mushroom gravy at this point.  
 
5. 10 oz. cooked pasta of choice. Stir in the cooked pasta and 

cook until heated throughout, 

about 1-2 minutes. Taste, add salt, 

Braggs and a sprinkle of cayenne 

pepper (optional) as needed. 

Sprinkle with fresh parsley, if 

desired, and serve immediately. 

cash
ew

 fru
it 
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A  big thank you to the 33 volunteers who made 
the church booth at this year’s fair a 

success.  
One of our main reasons for having a booth at 

the fair is to get the temperature of the 
community by doing a neighborhood survey. This 
year we surveyed 160 people. The survey is 
designed to see what the community is interested 
in, so when we plan ministry we know where people 
are itching. In the Family interest 
category: summer camps and marriage 
enrichment ranked the highest. In the 
Health interest category it was  weight 
loss and healthy cooking. In the 
Spiritual category, Christian concerts 
and Bible studies. Thank you to 
everyone who helped out this year. 

Village Church Fair Booth 

Chad Washburn 

by Chad Washburn 
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Dear Village Voice readers, 

How does this work? In 

Isaiah 41:10, God says, “I will 

uphold you with My righteous 

right hand.” A few verses later, 

He says, “For I, the LORD your 

God, will hold your right hand, 

saying to you,  Fear not, I will 

help you” (Isaiah 41:13 NKJV). 

Wonderful promises! God’s 

right hand holding your right 

hand! But how can two beings 

walk forward like that? 

Think about a toddler learn-

ing to walk. Left 

hand in left hand, 

right hand in right 

hand, the parent 

walks behind, watch-

ing for obstacles, 

guarding from trou-

ble, supporting, encouraging, 

upholding, rejoicing in the 

child’s success! 

Whatever you 

face just now that is 

making you feel 

wobbly, reach up 

your hand in faith. 

God will grasp it in 

His powerful one. 

His  righteousness, 

His strength, His help 

is ours for the asking, 

every day, every hour, 

every moment. 
 

God bless you! 

Karen Ekkens, editor 


