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I t is pleasant to assume Thanksgiving season hymns were 

penned in times of peace and abundance. However, a closer 

look at history reveals this was not always the case. Consider, for 

example, the classic Thanksgiving hymn, “Now Thank We All 

Our God.” German clergyman, Martin Rinckart, wrote the text of 

this hymn in the first half of the seventeenth century, likely 

coinciding with the Thirty Years’ War. British hymnologist, J. R. 

Watson, suggests that, as one of the last surviving ministers in the 

city of Eilenburg, Rinckart had to stretch personal resources to 

take care of refugees and, at the height of the plague, officiated at 

multiple funerals every day.  

Rinckart was, reportedly, an accomplished 

musician, who had studied music at the University of 

Leipzig. He may have anticipated living as a prolific 

composer, serving God in the context of a thriving 

congregation, perhaps funded by wealthy benefactors. Instead, he 

lived during a period of intense turmoil and deprivation and died 

in 1649, just one year after the Thirty Years’ War ended. 

Disease was rampant in a society devoid of modern sanitary 

knowledge and practice, and the vicissitudes of prolonged armed 

conflict could only make things worse. Rather than picturing a 

joyful pastor and his well-dressed family 

gathered around a table abundantly 

laden with stuffed turkey, cranberry 

sauce, buttered rolls, mashed potatoes, 

and pumpkin pie, we might more accu-

rately envision a humbly dressed 

pastoral family, gathered with war refugees, giving thanks for a 

few food scraps—scarcely enough to sustain life. 

In this context Rinckart wrote the hymn, “Nun danket alle 

Gott” which has been translated into English as follows: 
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“Now thank we all our God, 

With heart and hands and voices, 

Who wondrous things has done, 

In whom the world rejoices; 

Who from our mothers’ arms, 

Has blessed us on our way 

With countless gifts of love 

And still is ours today. 

 

O may this bounteous God 

Through all our life be near us, 

with ever joyful hearts 

and blessed peace to cheer us, 

to keep us in His grace, 

and guide us when perplexed 

and free us from all ills, 

of this world in the next. 

 

All praise and thanks to God 

The Father now be given, 

The Son and Spirit blest, 

Who reign in highest heaven 

The one eternal God,  

whom heaven and earth adore; 

for thus it was, is now, 

and shall be evermore.” 
 
Rinckart’s footsteps follow those of Paul the apostle who 

wrote, “Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, 

three times I was shipwrecked . . . in dangers from rivers, dangers 

from robbers, dangers from my own race, dangers from Gentiles, 

dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers at sea, 

dangers among false brothers; in toil and hardship, through many 

sleepless nights, through hunger and thirst . . . through cold and 

exposure” (2 Corinthians 11:25-27 NABRE).  

This Paul could also write: “In all circumstances give thanks; 

for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus” (I Thess. 5:18 

NABRE). How amazing is that! 
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We live in an age of COVID, Russian invasions, massive 

hurricanes and other “natural” disasters, mass school shootings, 

and political turmoil. How should we respond? Like Martin 

Rinckart and the Apostle Paul: GIVE THANKS 

WITH A GRATEFUL HEART! Circumstances 

change, God never has, never does, never will. 

     As we gather around the table this 

Thanksgiving, let us remember that whether the 

table is covered with our favorite foods or the 

widow’s final meal, we serve an awesome God, 

the Giver of Life, our only hope for tomorrow. 

Dan Solis 

Welcome, New Members! 

Abby Mitra 

Baptized 

October 1, 2022 

Benjamin Mitra 

Baptized 

October 1, 2022 
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J ust how important are your prayers for the church? 

John Wesley said, “Give me 100 preachers who fear noth-

ing but sin and desire nothing but God and I care not a straw 

whether they be clergy or laymen; such alone will shake the gates 

of hell and set up the Kingdom of Heaven 

on earth. God does nothing but in answer to 

prayer.” 

You are important to this church! 

Your prayers can make a difference in 

this church and what it is able to do! 

Dr. Wilbur Chapman often told of his experience when he 

went to Philadelphia to become a pastor of Wanamaker’s Church. 

After his first sermon an old gentleman met him in front of the 

pulpit and said, “You are pretty young to be pastor of this great 

church. We have always had older pastors. I am afraid you won’t 

succeed. But you preach the Gospel, and I am going to help you 

all I can.” 

“I looked at him,” said Dr. Chapman, “and I said to myself, 

‘Here’s a crank.’” 

But the old gentleman continued: “I am going to pray for you 

that you may have the Holy Spirit’s power upon you, and two 

others have covenanted to join with me.”  

     Then Dr. Chapman related the outcome. “I 

did not feel so bad when I learned that he was 

going to pray for me. The three became ten, 

the ten became twenty, and the twenty became 

fifty, and the fifty became two hundred who 

Prayer Points 

O riginally shared as part of the Vertical prayer 

initiative, this article can be accessed at 

 https://www.uccsda.org/vertical  
and is reprinted in Village Voice courtesy of 

Upper Columbia Conference.  

How To Pray For My Church 

https://www.uccsda.org/vertical
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met before every service to pray that the 

Holy Spirit might come upon me. In another 

room the eighteen elders knelt so close 

around me to pray for me that I could put 

out my hands and touch them on all sides. I 

always went into my pulpit feeling that I 

would have the anointing in answer to the 

prayers of the 219 men. 

It was easy to preach, a very joy. Anybody could preach with 

such conditions. And what was the result? We received 1,100 into 

our church by conversion in three years, 600 of which were men. 

It was the fruit of the Holy Spirit in answer to the prayers of those 

men. I do not see how the average pastor, under average circum-

stances preaches at all. 

Church members have much more to do than go to church as 

curious, idle spectators, to be amused and entertained. It is their 

business to pray mightily that the Holy Ghost will clothe the 

preacher with power and make his words like dynamite” (A. M. 

Hills in Pentecostal Light). 

A Good Friend 
 

A friend is a good friend, 
On that person you can depend. 

 
A friend is loyal, truthful, kind, 

It doesn’t matter if that person can see or is blind. 
 

A friend can brighten up your day when you are down, 
A friend can help you move from a city or a town. 

 
A friend can help you close and far away, 

A friend can read the Bible and pray for you. 
 

A good steady friend to have with you is Jesus 
Because He cares about what you say and think and act or do. 

 
     —by Keith Appling 
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T he holiday season is rapidly coming upon us, and that 

means people all over College Place and Walla Walla are 

preparing to celebrate. This year, Village Church music 

ensembles are joining in the celebration with two special holiday 

concerts. 

The first concert will feature a Thanksgiving theme and will 

be presented as part of the church service November 12. Church 

will begin at 11 a.m. as usual, and will include music by the 

orchestra, choir, hand bells, brass, and children’s choir. 

The second concert will be the annual Christmas concert on 

December 3 at 5 p.m. In addition to music from the orchestra, 

brass, choirs, and hand bells, the concert will feature narration by 

Lynelle Ellis and Don Schafer. Yanina Khomenko will conduct 

some of the songs as part of her master’s degree studies in music. 

The Christmas concert, A World of Christmas, promises to be 

something special. The orchestra and choir will 

present traditional holiday songs from all over the 

world, ranging from Italy to the West Indies. 

Favorites like Away in a Manger and Go Tell it on 

the Mountain combine with carols and melodies 

from Venezuela, the Ukraine, and around the world. 

Similarly, the readings between songs will 

touch on special Christmas customs from other cultures. The 

narrators will guide the audience through the customs of various 

cultures and countries, explaining the significance of each one: 

the bit of hay placed at the dinner table in the Ukraine, the special 

game Ethiopian children play with crooked staffs, the candles set 

in the windows in Ireland to guide travelers home. With each 

country and culture finding its own way to celebrate Christ and 

his miraculous birth, it is truly a World of Christmas. 

Village Church 

Holiday Concerts 

by Elizabeth Travis 
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Liubov Schmidt, the director of the Village Church orchestra 

and choir, selected this cantata knowing it would bring joy, 

peace, and hope to the listeners. This year has been a difficult one 

for many people, and all over the world, people are struggling in 

dire circumstances. But as Christmas arrives, we are called to 

remember the newborn Savior who came to earth 

to give us hope and to teach us love. 

     A World of Christmas calls us 

to remember that Jesus came for all 

of us, for each individual, and that 

we are all one family in Christ, 

God’s precious children. 

     You are warmly invited to join the Village 

Church in giving thanks to God and celebrating 

Christ’s birth with these two special concerts. 

Hope to see you there! 

Beth Travis 

Lyle’s Story, and More 

L yle dedicated his heart to God and was baptized in the 

summer of 1938, immediately following the Upper 

Columbia Conference Camp Meeting in Walla Walla. A few 

months later he received a draft notice and spent 5 years in the 

Army. When Lyle returned home, he married and began a family. 

His wife and her relatives wanted nothing to do with the 

Adventist church, so Lyle stayed away for almost 50 years. 

Tragically, his wife was diagnosed with cancer and died soon 

thereafter. Lyle returned to church. God was warming, working, 

prompting, transforming. The first thing Lyle did was calculate 

the tithe he had kept during his long absence. As near as he could 

tell, the sum was $54,000. 

No one at church told Lyle to pay his back tithe. No, not pay. 

He wanted to return it. Lyle knew the money wasn’t his, it 

belonged to God.   

Before Lyle passed away, his freewill offerings more than 

tripled the amount he returned in back tithe. Lyle returned tithe 

by Pastor Jeff Kinne 



8 

generously. He contributed offerings gratefully. He was happy to 

give . . . because he knew how much he had been given.   

Gratitude to God opens the heart to obedience, to humble 

service, to generous giving. After conversion, one of the Apostle 

Paul’s first official church responsibilities was to 

travel with Barnabas to Jerusalem with a famine 

relief fund collected from the church in Antioch 

(see Acts 11:30). Prior to his second missionary 

journey, Paul sent a letter to Corinth encouraging 

a similar collection (see 1 Corinthians 16:1–4).  

Christ followers in Asia Minor, around Corinth, 

got all excited about helping the church in 

Jerusalem. Believers just north of Corinth, in an area called 

Macedonia, responded in God-honoring fashion. It was the fruit of 

God’s grace received. 

Here’s what Paul said about it: “And now, brothers and sisters, 

we want you to know about the grace that God has given the 

Macedonian churches. In the midst of a very severe trial, their 

overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich 

generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, 

and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently 

pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the 

Lord’s people” (2 Corinthians 8:1–4 NIV). 

Paul cites the Macedonian gift to Corinth as an example of 

how God’s grace works in the life of believers. A believer who 

sincerely understands and receives God’s grace naturally longs to 

share His blessings. That’s what happened in Macedonia. That’s 

what happened to Lyle. Having received God’s grace in Christ, he 

was, they were, inspired to give. No force. No command. The 

desire welled up from God’s riches received and 

acknowledged. 

Thank you, Village members, for your gracious 

giving and returning. It is evidence that what God 

did for you on the cross has become real in your 

life. 

As we near the end of another year, your 

generous offerings toward the Village Church 

Budget will help us land in the new year in God-

honoring fashion. Thank you. 

Jeff Kinne 
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T he Waiilatpu Pathfinder Club went to Lost Lake 

Campground the last weekend of September. Leaving the 

Youth Center around 9:30 a.m., the club traveled to the Sun 

Lakes Visitor Center and stopped for lunch. After lunch, the club 

departed for the campground which lies just north of Tonasket, 

Washington. Upon arrival, individual units (groups of 

Pathfinders) pitched their tents and also pitched the large group 

tent where many ate their meals. Susan Maxted, Village Church 

member, was the campout cook. 

Gathered around the campfire, Tim Greenlaw 

led the group in singing. The theme song for the 

weekend was, “Be the Moon,” by Chris Tomlin. 

The song lyrics speak about how we may reflect 

Jesus in our daily lives like the moon reflects the 

sun’s light. After the song service came the 

evening message shared by Don Veverka, father 

of one of the Waiilatpu Pathfinders and a former 

youth pastor. He led the Pathfinders to reflect on 

several familiar Bible stories through his 

presentations. 

Following a good night’s rest and a hearty 

breakfast, the club gathered in the outdoor 

Pathfinder Campout 
 Blessed with Great Weather 

by Pastor Dan Solis 
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amphitheater for morning worship and Sabbath School. Once 

again, Tim Greenlaw and Don Veverka led out. The weekend also 

featured a continuous play presented by The Waiilatpu Players, 

Brian Huxel, Seth Huxel, Gabby Huxel, and Lillian Schwarz. 

Written by Waiilatpu unit 

counselor, Brian Huxel, the 

theme of the play centered on 

what salvation really means and 

how to receive it. 

      After the morning song 

service, the play installment, and 

Mr. Veverka’s presentation on 

Jonah, the Pathfinders enjoyed 

working together on a nature 

honor: WORMS! Tonya Jeffery, 

wife of Pathfinder Club Director, 

Michael Jeffery, led out, assisted by Seth and Gabby Huxel, and 

Lillian Schwarz.  

In the afternoon, the Pathfinder units went on hikes. Most 

traveled up Strawberry Mountain. At the top of the mountain 

there was a small patch, the 

only spot in the entire 

campground, where cell phone 

service was available, so several 

took advantage of the 

opportunity to call home. After 

dark the club gathered around 

the campfire once more for 

evening worship, followed by 

popcorn and treats. 
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Sunday morning the club 

packed the tents away and 

loaded the bus. After stopping at 

the Sun Lakes picnic area for 

lunch, the club completed the 

journey home.   

   More campouts 

and lots of fun 

activities are planned for the club during the 

school year. Weekly club meetings are held at the 

church’s youth center on Wednesdays. To learn 

more about how to join the club, you may contact 

the church office at 509-525-0882. 

Dan Solis 

by Pastor Jeff Kinne 

  Daniel 2 and Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of world empires 

 The thousand-year reign of Christ in heaven following earth’s 

complete devastation at Jesus’ second coming 

 Scripture’s ten clear, identifying marks of the Antichrist power 

and God’s appeal to trust and obey 

 The joy of God’s law, including the blessing of the Sabbath 

command 

 What really happens when a person dies 

  Four clear signs that Jesus’ return is near, even at the door 

 Heaven’s beautiful home awaiting the redeemed 

Hope Through Prophecy 
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 The eternal end of the Destroyer and all evil 

  Scripture’s forecast of Jesus’ baptism, death, and a prediction 

of the time of the end 2,300 years before it happened 

  How God’s 10 Commandments have been deleted, changed, 

and ignored to our peril 

  The Seal of God and the Mark of the Beast 

  An appeal to be a part of God’s end-of-time people 
 

     Pastor Bill McClendon, NPUC Vice President for 

Administration, took us deep into all these founda-

tional Bible truths . . . and more . . . during the Hope 

through Prophecy seminar at Village Church, 

October 7–22, 2022. For twelve nights and two 

Sabbath mornings, Elder McClendon preached the 

word. The Holy Spirit attended his presentations. 

Attendees were moved. Having studied the Bible for 

decades and presented over 150 Bible prophecy seminars in the 

United States and internationally, Pastor Bill spoke with convic-

tion and clarity. Over fifty guests joined us from the community, 

with more than twenty of them attending on multiple occasions. 

A generous number of Village members along with many friends 

from surrounding Adventist churches also were in attendance 

nightly. Each evening gathering was graced by happy, welcom-

ing, love-of-God-filled Village members who greeted, ushered, 

and registered attendees, or managed the sanctuary sound and 

sermon slides. The VCTV crew live-streamed every lecture, 

which, for perpetuity, will be available on YouTube. Pastor Chad 

also organized and helped lead out in a nightly children’s 

program that kept up to 10 children engaged, 

happy, and learning. Each night Pastor Bill invited 

attendees to make a life-transforming spiritual 

decision. Special prayer requests were solicited at 

every meeting and were the focus of fervent inter-

cession by the prayer team. 

     Thank you for continuing to pray that our 

guests will make decisions for Christ and choose 

to become part of His church.   

Jeff Kinne 
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Social Committee Events 

by Kimberly Golles 

Our recent game 

night was filled 

with giggles and 

belly laughs. 

One particular table 

may have been more 

boisterous than the 

rest,  but we won’t 

say which. 

We hope you enjoy 

these few pictures 

from our night of 

fun! 
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Our next event is November 12, 5-8 pm at the 

Village Church Youth Center. We will be hon-

oring our veterans at this year’s red, white, 

and blue themed event—A Veteran A-Fair. 

We are so grateful to the Pathfinders for 

headin’ up our “Mess Hall” and to the mem-

bers of the Adventist Retired Workers for pulling together 

some delicious homemade desserts for a bake 

sale. We hear there may even be a silent auction 

on the “big stuff.” Come enjoy food, fellowship, 

and games as we say “Thank you!” to our veter-

ans. Please note that food and some games will 

have a fee, yet some games and activities will be 

free. We look forward to seeing you there! 

December will bring our last event for the year, a 
special vespers to say thank you to Pastor Walikonis 
for his 23 years of service to our church. This special 
vespers will be on December 17. More details will be 
coming, so watch your bulletin and the next issue of the 
Village Voice for all the latest on this special event. 

More From Social Committee . . .  
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As promised, here are some 

pictures of Jacquie and Larry 

on the zipline at our church 

campout. 

Kimberly Golles 

Wheeeee!! 
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E zra records that when the 

foundation of the second temple 

was laid, “all the people gave a great shout 

of praise to the Lord” (Ezra 3: 11 NIV). 

This fall, the 150+ families who have 

generously and sacrificially contributed to 

the 50 Year Renewal Fund also gave a 

“great shout of praise to the Lord” as the 

church foyer phase of the project was 

completed. It is beautiful, functional, and friendly. Praise God! 

Most of the updates on the original refurbishing plan are now 

complete. Praise God! This includes new lighting in the sanctuary, 

chapel, platform, and hallways; screen and projector upgrades in 

the worship areas; new paint in the children’s education wing; new 

floorcovering, furniture, and lighting in the foyer.   

Now we turn our attention to the sanctuary and chapel seating 

and floor covering. With this 

new focus, and because we are 

four years past the 50th 

anniversary of the facility, the 

Church Board voted to rename 

the final renewal segment. The 

50 Year Renewal is now the 

Sanctuary/Chapel Renewal. 

     For seven years, more than 

150 families have generously 

and sacrificially contributed in excess of $500,000 toward the 50 

Year Renewal project. Thank you! Praise God! The Village Church 

facility renewal is approaching completion. One aspect remains:  the 

sanctuary/chapel seating and floor covering. The fifty-four-year-old 

pews desperately need refurbishing. The 20+ year old carpet also 

Sanctuary/Chapel Renewal 
by Pastor Jeff Kinne 
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needs updating. Current 

estimates suggest this 

portion will cost about 

$280,000 dollars ($330,000 

minus $50,000 in funding 

from the Upper Columbia 

Conference).   

The restoration of 

Jerusalem’s temple and 

walls was accomplished by 

God’s blessing and the generosity of many people. Village Church 

will finish our refurbishing project the same way. Thank you for 

considering how you can sacrificially contribute.   

Some of us have significant means that can be directed toward 

this project. Thank you for your interest in keeping our facility 

functional and beautiful. Others among us have only slight financial 

margin to apply toward this project. Thank you for directing a 

portion toward the upkeep of your church. Others of us fall 

somewhere between these extremes. Thank you for supporting this 

important project. As it turns out, all of us have something to 

contribute. Together, with God’s blessing, we can accomplish this 

task. Over fifty years ago, faithful Village members erected this 

magnificent place for the worship of God. Today, the responsibility 

for its maintenance and refurbishing is our privilege.   

Thus far in 2022, 435 families have returned tithe and 317 have 

contributed to Church Budget. Thank you. God bless you. In 2022, 

93 families have also contributed toward the 50 Year 

Renewal Fund. In the last two months of this year, 

thank you for prayerfully considering how you can 

support the Village Church Budget and the 

Sanctuary/Chapel Renewal fund—the final phase of 

our church refurbishing project—on a monthly basis 

and with a special year-end gift.   

God bless you. 

Jeff Kinne 
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Ingredients: 

A.  1 cup raw cashews, rinsed 

    1 cup water 

   1 Tbsp. Bragg Liquid Aminos 

     1 1/2 to 2 cups cooked vegetables (cauliflower, broccoli, or 

 asparagus) 
 
B.  1 1/2 Tbsp. McKay’s chicken-style seasoning (no pepper or 

 MSG) 

        1 tsp. onion powder 

        1/4 tsp. garlic powder 

        2 Tbsp. nutritional yeast 

        1 tsp. paprika or smoked paprika 

        1/4 tsp. turmeric 
 
C.  2 1/2 cups water 

        1 1/2 to 2 cups cooked vegetables, chopped fine (cauliflower, 

 broccoli, or asparagus) 
 
Instructions: 

Steam vegetables (or use leftover vegetables). 

Blend A and B on high for 3-5 minutes until very smooth. 

Put blended mixture in a pot with C (I pulse the water in the blender 

before pouring it in the pot.) 

Bring to a boil and simmer 3 minutes, stirring constantly to prevent 

sticking (this will foam up, so watch it). 

Note: you can also make potato corn chowder with this recipe. Just 

blend half the potatoes and corn with the cashews then chop the 

other half of the vegetables fine and add before cooking. 

Cindy’s Corner 

I t’s the cozy time of year for warm, creamy 

soup! This recipe, shared with us by Blanche 

Yates, includes variations to suit your taste.  

Cream of Cauliflower Soup 
 (or Broccoli, or Asparagus) 
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Dear Village Voice readers, 

In His prayer recorded in 

John 17, Jesus requested unity 

for all who would believe in 

Him. Not just a semblance of 

unity, real unity. 

So where is this unity? All 

around we see raggle-taggle, 

broken people, each as much 

in need of God’s healing grace 

as we are. 

This is not unlike the con-

dition of the first disciples, yet 

they became unified in heart 

and purpose, preaching the 

word boldly, until they were 

accused of turning the world 

upside down (Acts 17:6). 

What made the difference? 

The Holy Spirit anointing 

those who acknowledged their 

complete and utter depend-

ence on God for everything. 

Dependence is worship. 

Yes, it’s a scary place for 

human nature to go, but God 

is fully dependable. Nothing 

else is. No one else can be. 

God unifies with one 

another all who 

depend on Him 

for everything. 

Any other unity 

is a counterfeit. 

    Let’s depend 

on our Father. 

God bless you! 

Karen Ekkens, editor  

Karen Ekkens 


