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T he time has come for me to write a final message as my 

clock runs out at the Village Church. Twenty-three years 

have passed all too quickly, leaving a trail of happy 

memories and a sense of wonder at how God leads in a 

person’s life. My first ambition in life was to be a 

weather man. Growing up on the prairies of the Big Sky 

Country we call Montana, I was enchanted by the clouds 

and weather patterns. As an eighth grader, I read books 

about meteorology, and my parents even bought me a 

weather forecasting kit. Can you imagine me on the Channel 4 

news giving the forecast? How pointless that would have been for 

me, since nothing is more changeable from day to day than the 

weather! 

Even when I came to college at WWU, I had no plan to 

prepare for ministry. I was a full-blown business major, 

but as I sat in a class called Life and Teachings of Jesus 

from Professor Ernie Bursey, I felt my heart strangely 

warmed. Learning about the certainties of the Bible 

fascinated me then as it does now. God’s forecasts about 

our eternal future are unchangeable for sure. I changed 

majors and have never regretted my decision. 

As I go from here, I will miss so many things familiar—the 

weekly routine, the meetings and services, those moments of 

connection with you on a regular basis. Pastoring is a lifestyle 

that keeps us in touch with people. Relationships are what makes 

life so rich! You will say goodbye to the two of us. We must say 

goodbye to the dozens of you! 

We have been greatly enriched by serving with so many of 

you who willingly volunteer to help maintain the life of the 

A Word of Farewell 
by Pastor Steve Walikonis 
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congregation. The Village Church is a wonderful family that truly 

cares about one another. In our sorrows and joys, our lives have 

overlapped these many years. Certainly, we have all grown closer 

to Christ as we served and participated together in His work. 

Solomon says there is a time and a season for everything. 

Retirement for Cindy and me will be another chapter 

in our lifelong journey that began when we met in 

college. We will use the time to be available for 

family, which includes our aging parents and a soon-

to-arrive first grandchild. We pray that the Lord will 

open opportunities to serve Him while we have a 

little strength left. 

Finally, let’s all stay faithful to the Lord. The time is shorter 

than we realize. World problems are 

finding fewer solutions. We don’t want 

to miss out on eternity and its infinite 

blessings. May the Village Church 

continue to be a shining light on the 

hill. We praise God for the privilege of 

sharing these many years with you! 

Blessings to you and your family, 

Pastor Steve and Cindy 

“Whatever the difficulties with which we may 

have to contend, whatever the trials we may have 

to endure, the gracious promise is always ours, 

‘Lo, I am with you always, 

even unto the end of the 

world.’ Matthew 28:20.” 

—Manuscript 24, 1903 
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Village Connections “Reveal” Dinner 

by Pastor Dan Solis 

O n October 30, participants in the 

Village Connections Ministry 

gathered for the Reveal, an annual event 

where the younger members of the 

congregation meet their secret prayer 

sponsor or secret friend, and dine with 

their mentors. The dinner was held in the 

church fellowship hall with 30 people or 

so  attending. About 15 others who 

participated in the program were unable 

to attend the dinner because of out-of-town travel or illness. 

Village Connections is primarily a prayer ministry where an 

adult prays for a younger person, usually high school age and 

younger, for one year. There are three levels of participation: 1) 

Prayer Pal, 2) Secret Friend, and 3) Special Friend. For level 1, 

The Prayer Pal, the adult merely agrees to pray for a young 

person at least five days a week, for a period of about one year. 

For level 2, The Secret Friend, the adult adds sending small gifts 

or cards of acknowledgment and encouragement at significant 

points, like birthdays. For level 3, The Special Friend, the adult 

adds doing special activities with the young person. Clearly, with 

level three, the adult’s identity is known by the young person 

from the start.  

For all levels, the parent or guardian must give permission for 

the adult to be matched with their child. The adult participants 

must complete the denomination’s screening process to be 

involved in the program. Many church members have already 

completed this process. Those who work with club ministries 

(Pathfinders, Adventurers, Discovery Club), children’s Sabbath 

School, or are employed at Rogers School, are already cleared. 

For many, the process can be completed in the home. 

Once clearance is completed and a match is established, the 

adult sponsor stays in touch with the child’s family. At the end of 
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the annual cycle, another 

“Reveal” dinner will be held and 

the prayer partners will be 

unveiled. Approximately one 

hundred adult sponsors are 

needed in order to cover every 

child who attends the church. 

Matches may be completed 

in one of three ways: 1) An adult 

prayer sponsor may request a match with a specific child.  2) A 

parent may request a match with a specific adult. 3) The 

participant may ask the Family Life Committee, who oversees the 

initiative, to suggest a match. In this case, it is 

helpful if the adult participant notifies the 

committee of the age range they prefer.  

     Brochures containing an application form and a 

description of the program are available at the 

welcome desk in the lobby. The form may also be 

filled out online by visiting the church website and 

following the tabs for Village Connections. 

Dan Solis 

Black Friday 

by Pastor Jeff Kinne 

H ere in North America, Black Friday is the 

day after Thanksgiving. It’s traditionally 

the busiest shopping day of the year. Stores lure 

customers with super-discounted prices on excep-

tional items, open early, and stay open late. 

Merchants suggest that the day marks their move-

ment from red ink to black. Income for most of the 

year, January through November, falls below viability. Black 

Friday makes it profitable.  

The situation is similar at churches across America. January 

through November, expenses outstrip monthly contributions. 

Then comes December.   

At Village, it takes monthly contributions of $52,463 to meet 

expenses. Budgeted items include outreach, community nutrition 
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and health seminars; Sabbath School materials for children and 

adults; Christian education subsidies to Walla Walla Valley 

Academy and Rogers School; 

Pathfinders, Adventurers, Discovery 

clubs; church maintenance, upkeep, 

utilities, insurance; church office, 

treasury, janitorial and lawn care 

expenses; Vacation Bible School, 

Village Summer Camp, and much more.   

Offerings given January through November rarely reach our 

budgeted goal. We typically arrive at December, as we have again 

in 2022, with a significant deficit. This year it’s a mountain. In 

fact, we face one of the greatest shortfalls in Village history, 

totaling nearly two months’ worth of expenses. 

There is only one way through this financial deficit—the 

generous, unselfish, and cheerful contribution 

of resources entrusted by God to every Village 

member. Some of us are blessed with 

significant financial lifting power. All of us 

have some financial margin. Together, by 

God’s empowerment, contributing to the 

Village Church Budget sacrificially, we will 

finish 2022 in God-honoring fashion, fully 

funding the vital ministries of Village Church, and creating a 

strong financial foundation for ministry opportunities in 2023.   

Black Friday, 2022, is history. Time will tell which stores 

turned the corner, ending the year profitably. Time will also tell 

how Village Church finishes this year. Thank you for asking God 

what generous financial contribution you can make toward the 

Village Church Budget during this final month of 

our fiscal and calendar year. With Divine help, 

every member responding to God’s abundant 

blessings and contributing accordingly, we will 

finish 2022 with financial margin and bring glory 

to Him. 

God bless you. And may God continue 

blessing and multiplying the ministry of Village 

Church. 

Jeff Kinne 
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I f you walked into the Youth Center on November 12, you 

would have seen a fall festival festooned in red, white, and 

blue. A little different, you say? Why yes, it was, and it was one 

of our best! 

Taking a different slant on the traditional fall festival, we 

pulled out all the stops so that we could celebrate Veterans Day 

weekend with the veterans in our church and community. A 

simple way to say “Thank you” for the sacrifice they made, for 

fighting for our freedoms and our future. Whether they served 

overseas or stateside, we are grateful. 

The evening started off with Beth Travis, accompanied by 

Mrs. Koch, singing the Star-Spangled Banner (can we say goose-

bumps!) Then she sang a medley of service branch anthems 

during which those who served in the various branches stood 

while their song was sung and the audience clapped their appreci-

ation. The last song sung was God Bless America, and what a 

high moment that was to hear the gym full of voices grateful for 

their freedoms. “We’re so grateful to Beth for singing,” one 

attendee commented on her beautiful talent, “She just belted it out 

and brought the crowd with her!” And boy did she! 

     Some other memorable moments: 

+The tube slides through which Jacquie 

and Larry Goodhew went, and since they 

answered the challenge for “oldest person 

to slide gets a prize,” they get to go on a 

date to Blue Palm! Larry says it has to 

get warmer first. Haha! 

+Pie smashing. Yes, your ever-fearless 

Pathfinder and Discovery club directors 

sacrificed their faces in an effort to raise 

Fall Festival 
by Kimberly Golles and Sarah Knapp 
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some funds for their 

clubs. There was also a 

surprise smash with 

Pastor Jeff! 

+The Brig. Not only were 

friends paying to arrest 

their friends but they also 

paid to get themselves 

arrested! Some 

even paid to get 

out early just to turn right around, 

wanting to be thrown in “The 

Brig” again! 

     We were very blessed to see so many 

wonderful people there having a great 

time, getting to know our church family 

and community members a little bit 

better. It made the moment that much 

more special. You see, this was our last 

fall festival, our last big hoorah, if you 

will. After eight years on social 

committee—one as members and seven as leaders—we are 

stepping down. 

We’d like to take a moment to say “Thank you!” Thank you 

for the fun times we’ve had as the social committee leaders and 

for the support our church family has shown to us over the years. 

We are VERY grateful to all those who have worked the 
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committee with us. We 

couldn’t have done what 

we did without them. 

We’ve made a lot of wonderful memories with 

our teams. We look forward to joining in the ongoing fun with 

whomever takes up the torch. 

Now that we’ve said all that, we hope to see you at our last 

and final event, December 17, 3:30 p.m., in the 

sanctuary. This will be a special vespers where we say 

“Thank you and God Bless” 

to Pastor Walikonis and his 

wife as he steps into retire-

ment and they both step into 

Grandparent Land! After the 

vespers, we’ll gather in the 

foyer for  refreshments and 

conversation. Please bring 

cards filled with wonderful memories, 

funny stories, or advice on how to be 

retired for Pastor and Mrs. Walikonis. 

They will enjoy reading them as they 

settle into their new journey ahead. 

Your church family appreciates you, 

Kimberly and Sarah, and the many 

wonderful events you and your team 

organized for us to enjoy!   

 Thank you!! 

Sarah and Kimberly 

Youngest slider 
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Prayer Points Prayers for Husbands 
and Wives 

From the files of John and Ruby 
Stafford, prayer coordinators 

author unknown 

Wife’s Prayer for her Husband 
 

Dear Heavenly Father, I thank You for my husband. I thank 

You for all that he does to provide for our family. I pray that 

You would continue to enable him to do the work that You 

would have him do. I pray that You will make Your will clear in 

his life. I pray that You would grant him wisdom and 

knowledge so that he can make wise decisions in our home 

and at his workplace. I pray that he would find success wher-

ever he goes, and that he would be a blessing to everyone he 

meets. Help him to be a godly husband to me, and a godly 

father to our children. Let him be a man of influence for You. 

Let others look upon him and see the hope of Your glory. 

Enable him to see himself as You see him, that he is more 

than a conqueror, and that he can do all things through Your 

strength. Father, silence all other voices in his mind that 

would tear him down. Arm him with Your whole armor. Fill 

him with Your Holy Spirit. Give him confidence and boldness 

to be a witness for You. Help him to come to know You more 

and more every day, and to seek to please You and not just to 

please men. Teach him to hear Your voice and to follow where 

You lead. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

H ere are some prayer ideas for marriage partners to pray 

for one another and themselves. Adapt them to your 

situation and needs. Unmarried people can apply the basic 

principles to their primary relationships. 
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Wives, pray this prayer for yourself. . . 

Dear Heavenly Father, I pray that You would help 

me to be a better wife for my husband. Teach me 

Your ways, O Lord, so that I may know them, and 

so that You would be pleased with me. Help me to show my 

husband honor as unto You, Lord. Help me to encourage him in 

all that he does. Help me to submit to his authority and not rebel 

against him, for to rebel is to rebel against You. Give me discern-

ment, Lord, to know what to say, how to say it, and when to not  

say anything at all. Fill my mouth with good words so that I can 

build him up with my words. Help me to provide a safe place 

where he can rest when the world has beaten him down. I thank 

You for making me a suitable wife and companion for him. Make 

me a godly wife for him so that You may be glorified in our 

marriage. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

               Husband’s Prayer for Wife 
 

Dear Father in heaven, I thank You for my wife. I 
thank You for all that she does every day to make sure 
our home runs smoothly. I pray that You would continue to give 
her grace, and that she would not ever feel overwhelmed with the 
challenges in life. I pray that she would know that her worth and 
her beauty is in You. Show her that she is fearfully and wonderful-
ly made. Let her know that You have a plan to prosper her, and 
not harm her. Let her know that she does have a future and a 
hope through You. Reveal to her Your perfect plan for her life so 
that she may do only that which is pleasing to You. Help her 
know how to put first things first. Give her the courage to say 
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“no” when she needs to. Let her be the godly woman you are 
calling her to be and a godly mother to our children. Give her 
strength to stand firm and endure the hard times in her life. Help 
her not to be anxious about anything but to always make her 
request known to You by prayer. Draw her into a closer relation-
ship with You that she may truly know You as her Father. Speak 
to her in times of quietness, and always direct her path as she 
places her trust in You. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

Husbands, pray this prayer for yourself. . . 
 
Dear Father in heaven, help me to be a better husband 

to my wife. Teach me how to make her my best friend and 

companion in this world. Help me to show how much I love 

her in both word and action. Give me wisdom to make im-

portant decisions that are just and fair. Show me how to lis-

ten to her and welcome her counsel in my times of decision 

making. Make me aware of any plan or scheme the enemy 

has launched against my wife so that I may stand against 

the adversary by the power of Your might. Help me to be a 

lover of Your Word so that I may fight the enemy’s attacks 

with Your Word! Arm me with Your spiritual armor and fill 

me with Your Holy Spirit so that I can love her and never 

demand things of her. . . But instead show me how to 

demonstrate Your perfect love to her. Help me to love her as 

You love the church. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

“There is mighty power in prayer. Our great 

adversary is constantly seeking to keep the 

troubled soul away from God. An appeal to 

Heaven by the humblest saint is 

more to be dreaded by Satan 

than the decrees of cabinets or 

the mandates of kings.”   

  —The Signs of the Times, October 27, 1881 
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Christmas Candlelight Communion 

by Elizabeth Travis 

P art of what makes the Christmas 

season fun and enjoyable is the 

traditions, the special little things that we look 

forward to every year. Whether they be a 

favorite Christmas story, a special event 

shared with the family, or a particular holiday treat, Christmas just 

wouldn’t be the same without them. 

Village Church has its own special Christmas tradition, the 

Candlelight Communion. Church members have been preparing 

for months for this special Christmas service, and they are eager 

to share it with all who are willing to come. 

The Candlelight Communion Service has been a part of 

Village Church for many years. In fact, it was the first worship 

service ever to be held in Village Church after the new building 

was constructed in 1968. 

This year, the service will be held on Friday, December 23 at 

6:30 p.m. The meditation will ponder the story 

of the shepherds in Luke 2 and how they were 

greeted by angels heralding Christ’s birth with 

the message, “Glory to God in the highest, and 

on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” (Luke 

2:14). 

     The festivities will continue the next 

morning for the Village Church Christmas service, celebrating 

Christ’s birth with a worship service full of prayer, music, inspira-

tional readings, and an important message. 

Pastor Kinne explains, “The biblical theme of the worship 

service comes from the fifth and final nativity 

prayer of Luke’s gospel, which Simeon prayed 

when Joseph and Mary brought newborn Jesus to 

the temple for dedication. “Lord, now You are 

letting Your servant depart in peace, according to 

Your word; for my eyes have seen Your salvation 

which You have prepared before the face of all 
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peoples, a light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory 

of Your people Israel” (Luke 2:29-32 NKJV). 

The Candlelight Communion and the Christmas service will 

bring to life the story of Jesus’ birth and recall how He came to 

this chaotic world to speak peace, to show divine 

goodwill, and to love people who did not deserve 

it. God’s love is the reason we celebrate Christ-

mas. It is His love that gives meaning to our tradi-

tions, that keeps this holiday alive. 

We hope to see all of you at Village Church 

this Christmas season, ready to join together in 

praise to God for the incredible Gift He gave to us, 

His only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Beth Travis 

T he words of Scripture have been a fruitful 

field for composers of music for hundreds 

of years. Sabbath School songs, hymns, gospel 

tunes, and songs of praise have provided the 

means for affixing Bible passages and verses in 

our consciousness.  

There are accounts of Christian martyrs singing hymns 

and words of Scripture as they gave their lives for the sake 

of the gospel. We read of Paul and Silas, cruelly and 

uncomfortably imprisoned, yet singing hymns of worship 

and praise, no doubt comprised of words from the history 

of sacred Hebrew writings. 

Many of the great composers have used words of the 

Bible as the basis for their musical works which remain as 

monuments to their creative output, guided by the Holy 

Spirit, music which never fades forgotten into the past as 

do the popular tunes of today. 

Bach, Mozart, Beethoven, Brahms, Mendelssohn, and a 

host of others who preceded and followed these creators 

of astounding musical art have all left legacies which 

proclaim in breathtaking beauty God’s messages of 
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salvation given through inspiration to 

the writers of the Holy Word, the 

prophets, priests, disciples and apostles. 

One of the most beloved is the 

extraordinary and renowned oratorio, 

“MESSIAH” by George Frideric Handel, frequently 

performed during the seasons when the birth and 

resurrection of Christ are celebrated. From beginning to 

end, the account of Christ’s life and mission on earth is 

presented by choir, soloists, and orchestra. Parts of this 

work such as “The Hallelujah Chorus” have taken on a life 

of their own due to the grandeur and majesty of both the 

words of Scripture and their musical settings. 

A performance of the “Christmas” portion of “MESSIAH” 

will be presented by an ecumenical choir, soloists, and 

orchestra directed by Dr. Terry Koch. Among the soloists 

will be soprano, Jamie Lund, who grew up in Village 

Church and is now a music educator in Fife, WA.  

The hallowed words of God’s gift of grace and 

redemption to the world through the advent of His Son in 

human form will be featured through this familiar and 

revered music at Pioneer United Methodist Church, 209 E 

Birch Street, Walla Walla, Sunday afternoon, December 18, 

3:00 PM. You are warmly invited to attend. 

“Music is of heavenly origin. There is great 
power in music. It was music from the angelic 
throng that thrilled the hearts of the shepherds 
on Bethlehem’s plains and swept round the 

world. It is in music that our praises rise to Him who is 
the embodiment of purity and harmony. It is with music 
and songs of victory that the redeemed shall finally enter 
upon the immortal reward.”  —Manuscript 5, 1874 
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Welcome, New Members! 

C alvin and Carol Hanson relocated 

to the Walla Walla Valley two and 

a half years ago to be closer to their 

sons, Jerry and John. They have a third 

son, Jim, who lives in the Bakersfield, 

California area. They spent forty years 

of their lives in La Sierra, California. 

While there, Carol worked for the 

Pacific Union Conference for 24 years, 

while Calvin worked for the General Conference Insurance service, 

overseeing risk management services for the west coast. The couple 

met at Arizona (now Thunderbird) Academy and married when she 

was nineteen, and he was twenty. Answering his country’s call to duty, 

Calvin was soon inducted into military service during the Korean War. 

The Hansons are answering the call of duty once again—you will see 

them serving as greeters on Sabbath morning. 

by Pastor Dan Solis 

G eraldine Eberhardt was born in the 

White Memorial Hospital in the Los 

Angeles area, of Irish/Dutch (father) and 

Mexican (mother), ancestry. She met her 

husband, Merlin, at Arizona Academy (now 

Thunderbird Academy). Merlin’s younger 

brother became a missionary to Ecuador and 

persuaded Merlin and Geraldine to join them 

to build a school in Ecuador. Today, the 

primary school that Merlin built, using his 

stone masonry skills, bears his name. After their service in Ecuador, 

the Eberhardts served in Rwanda, Costa Rica, and Honduras—usually 

with schools and orphanages. Sadly, Merlin passed away in 2017. 

Geraldine has five children, including Tammy Fowler, a new Village 
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Church member. She quilts, is interested in prayer ministry, and 

strongly supports Pathfinders. She was formerly employed by another 

Village Church member, Pat Horsman. 

L aNeil Kenworthy is no stranger to Village 

Church. Most members know LaNeil’s 

parents, Neil and Millie Busby, and her in-laws, 

Dave and Ruby Miller. Others know her 

daughter Danielle Combs and granddaughter 

Destany. LaNeil was born in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

She attended Mt. Ellis Academy in Montana for 

three years before graduating from Walla Walla 

Valley Academy. She attended Walla Walla 

College (now University) to study accounting 

before taking a year off for student missions. 

When she returned to Walla Walla, she 

switched careers and schools, graduating from Walla Walla 

Community College with a degree in nursing. After returning to Salt 

Lake City, she worked for several years in a neonatal intensive care 

unit. When she returned to Walla Walla she moved to the opposite 

end of the spectrum, caring for the elderly. Now retired, she enjoys 

singing, knitting, and crocheting. LaNeil has eight grandchildren living 

in Utah and College Place. She and husband Jim are also raising three 

dogs and three cats. 

T he Fowlers are 

returning to Village 

Church! Jim and Tammy 

were members of Village 

several years ago, before 

having children. They return 

with a son, AJ, a high school 

student at Walla Walla 

Valley Academy (WWVA). 

Jim was born in Seattle, attended Rogers and WWVA, and has two 

older brothers and two older sisters. Tammy, likewise attended Rogers 
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and WWVA, graduating from high school in 1984. Ironically, they did 

NOT meet in school, but at Lion’s Park, through a youth ministry 

program led by Pastor Doug Ammons, who later married them. Tammy 

is the daughter of another new member, Geraldine Eberhardt. Jim has 

degrees in business and public administration and works with another 

Village Church member, Bill Vixie. Tammy is the director of human 

resources for the Walla Walla Clinic. Jim’s hobbies include computers 

and woodworking. Tammy enjoys crocheting, sewing, and music, 

having played piano, guitar, and flute. AJ enjoys art, writing books, 

creating Christian video games, and Lego stop-motion animation. 

Baptized October 29, 2022 

Georgia Reynolds 

Tonja Dillard 

Kairi Dillard 
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Cindy’s Corner 

W ith Steve and Cindy’s retirement, 

Cindy’s Corner concludes. Just think of 

all the many wonderful recipes she has shared 

with us in Village Voice. Thank you, Cindy! We 

greatly appreciate your generosity through the 

years. You are precious to us! 

Recipe for Happy Holidays 
 

First, check your heart’s pantry for any envy, 

bitterness, self-pity, or resentment. Ask Jesus 

to remove it and carry it to the cross. 

 

Second, take from His abundant store and stir 

together: 

 1 scoop of gentle kindness 

 2 generous portions of forgiveness 

 Sufficient love to moisten thoroughly 

 1/2 cup recounted blessings, or to taste 

 Season with a dash of joyful laughter 

 Combine with fellowship, and serve warm.  
     

     Yield: good measure, pressed down, shaken 

        together and running over! 
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Dear Village Voice readers, 

I love the story of Jesus’ 

birth. There are so many in-

credible contrasts that reveal 

the character of God. The 

King of heaven a baby? The 

Owner of everything lying 

helpless in a borrowed feed-

ing trough? The Holy One of 

heaven becoming human and 

living among the impure and 

uncouth? 

“Satan was exulting that 

he had succeeded in debasing 

the image of God in humani-

ty. Then Jesus came to restore 

in man the image of his 

Maker. None but Christ can 

fashion anew the character 

that has been ruined by sin. 

He came to expel the demons 

that had controlled the will. 

He came to lift us up from the 

dust, to reshape the marred 

character after the pattern of 

His divine character, and to 

make it beautiful with His 

own glory” The Desire of Ages, p. 37. 

This Christmas let’s turn 

from the tinsel and turmoil of 

the world, and let the raw 

beauty of love in 

this amazing story 

enter our hearts 

again.  

God bless you! 

Karen Ekkens, editor 

Karen Ekkens 


