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E ndings are usually hard. Even when it closes a season of 

hardship, ending can be difficult. However, endings are 

also hopeful. They naturally open space for 

beginnings. And beginnings, fortunately, seem to 

soften endings. 

     Once I was in a place filled with deep sorrow. 

A beloved father and husband had tragically died, 

leaving a painful void. As the family gathered to 

support one another through this time of intense grief, there was 

much remembering and many tears. I then watched as relatives 

arrived with a two-year-old first born. The atmosphere of that 

sorrow-darkened space was naturally, beautifully brightened by 

the joy that accompanies new. The unknowing, innocent play of a 

toddler and the attention he naturally attracted, lightened the 

darkness. The anguish that accompanies a cherished ending was 

still there, but sadness was buffered by hopeful new life. Tears 

were still shed because someone long-loved was missing, but 

innocent childhood joys also brought smiles and even laughter.   

Beginnings soften endings, especially hard endings. 

A new year is upon us. One hundred years 

ago, who would have guessed that 2023 would 

come? Yet here we are, starting again. 

December’s passing brings with it the 

challenging memory of what was. For some, two 

thousand twenty-two closed with the painful ending of lifelong 

companionship. Some lost a spouse or close friend. The year’s 

end, for others, comes with serious health challenges or 

employment hardships. Some parents entered a challenging phase 

of childrearing or “child releasing” in 2022 and the new year 

Beginnings and Endings 
by Pastor Jeff Kinne 
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brings new unknowns. For others, firmly-held faith may have 

waned or been deeply shaken by events or experiences this past 

year.   

For me, this year end brings sorrow . . . and gratitude. It has 

been an honor and privilege to serve beside Steve Walikonis in 

pastoral ministry at Village Church. In fact, Steve 

and I have been fellow team members of the Upper 

Columbia Conference our entire professional 

careers. Steve’s retirement leaves a huge vacancy 

for me and all of us at Village Church. His 

friendship, commitment, faithfulness is legendary. 

He will be forever cherished along with other 

pastors who have faithfully served Village Church.  

Endings are hard, especially this one. But 

endings are soothed by, and give space to, beginnings.  

What will the new year bring? What does this new chapter 

hold for you, for me, for pastoral staffing at Village Church? God 

only knows. One thing is certain: there will be beginnings, and 

beginnings often start with an ending. We are grateful for and 

often honor endings. But beginnings, new beginnings, are what 

God is about.   

We serve a God of beginnings. As someone 

said, “No matter how hard your past, you can 

always begin again.” Each day is a new beginning. 

Jeremiah said, “His compassions never fail. They 

are new every morning; great is Your faithful-

ness” (Lamentations 3:22, 23).   

May this new year, this new beginning, bring 

all of God’s goodness to Village Church and to 

each member of our church family is my prayer.  

Jeff Kinne 

“To all who walk in His ways the new year will 

be crowded with goodness and blessing.” 
     —Australasian Union Conference Record, Jan. 15, 1914 
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Prayer is talking to God. It is communicating with our 

Creator and Savior. The apostle Paul encouraged us: “Do 

not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by 

prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 

requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends 

all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6, 7 ESV).  

Worry about nothing; pray with thanksgiving about every-

thing.  You’re invited to begin the new year with this 

singular ambition.  

Here is a list of ways to participate: 

 UCC Vertical: Thirty-one Days of Prayer for Renewal—

Join with others from Village Church as we seek God in 

prayer and lift up special needs to Him. To connect to 

the prayer call, dial 1-435-777-2200, and use code 292-

5810#, at 6 a.m. or 8:30 p.m., daily, January 1 through 31.  

You can find more information and sign up for daily 

emails regarding this initiative at www.uccsda.org/

vertical.  

 Friday Prayer Line—Unite with a team of Village prayer 

warriors who have been connecting with God and each 

other every Friday at 7 a.m. for several years. Call 978-

990-5000, enter code  895738# 

 10 Days of Prayer—Gather in person, January 11–21, in 

the Village Chapel as we participate in this global prayer 

initiative with Seventh-day Adventists worldwide. 7 p.m. 

weekdays, 4 p.m. Sabbath. Find more information and 

sign up at:  www.tendaysofprayer.org.  

Starting 2023 With Prayer 
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T he Espinoza family is 

joining us from the 

College Place Spanish 

church thanks to our 

Sabbath School and club 

ministries. T.J. is no 

stranger to Walla Walla, 

having attended Walla 

Walla Valley Academy while 

his father, Tito, pastored 

the College Place Spanish 

Church. He met his wife, 

Gloria, online. Gloria is from Mexico. She attended the Seventh-

day Adventist University in Montemorelos, Mexico. Her father is 

a physician and her mother is a nurse. She has two siblings, an 

older sister and a younger brother. T.J. owns a real estate 

business in College Place and was recently elected to serve on 

the city council. The couple have three children—Sophie, Iker, 

and Oliver. Sophie and Iker are members of the Waiilatpu 

Pathfinder Club. Sophie enjoys drawing and designing houses; 

Iker enjoys building anything. They say that one day they will 

combine their interests. Sophie will design the houses, Iker will 

build them, and their dad will sell them! T.J. also enjoys playing 

guitar and has passed on his musical “genes” to his children.  

Welcome, New Members! 

by Pastor Dan Solis 

L en and Marge Zachrison have relocated from Arizona to 

Milton-Freewater, Oregon. After visiting a number of 

churches in the area, they chose Village Church because they 

enjoy Pastor Walikonis’ Sabbath School class. While they 
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Cheryl Holcomb 

rebaptized 

December 10, 2022 

enjoyed the Arizona climate, they 

relocated to the Pacific Northwest 

at the urging of their daughter, 

Pam Fry. Many will remember 

Pam from the Eastgate Church or 

from her stint as the office 

manager/receptionist at Walla 

Walla Valley Academy. Len is a 

retired electrical engineer who 

grew up in Washington and 

attended Walla Walla University 

where he met Marge. Marge is originally from Montana and had 

a career as a hairdresser. Together, they have four adult 

children. Len is an amateur stand-up comic and plays bass 

guitar. Marge’s passion is her grandchildren, two of whom are 

living in the Walla Walla area. 
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T he Waiilatpu Pathfinders want to thank you for 

your generosity. With the envelope fundraiser 

and the fruit sales, your generous donations amounted 

to nearly $9,000. Thank you! Some of these funds will 

be used to replace our aging camping equipment and 

the rest will go into our International Camporee fund. Many 

thanks for your generous gifts and continued support. 

We are thrilled to share with you several exciting Pathfinder 

events coming up in 2023. 

January 14—the Blue Mountain District will hold its 

Pathfinder Bible Experience (PBE) Event. PBE Coach, Trina 

McCoon stated, “The Pathfinders this year have a team of four 

who have joined the Pathfinder Bible Experience Team. Our team 

members include Eleanor Jeffery (team captain), LeAnne Davis 

(scribe), Autumn Kinney, and Laurel Jeffery. This year we are 

learning the book of John. This has 

been a fun book to learn. Each week 

the team has a quiz over their 

previous week of study. Top scores 

receive gift cards to fun places like 

Blue Palm, The ABC bookstore, and 

Hobby Lobby. After the quiz we have a practice session where 

they can try to answer potential questions in their section. They 

also enjoy acting out the different stories. We will be having our 

first competition in January at the Village church. This year if we 

progress to the NAD finals, we will go to Florida.” 

January 15—Club Swimming at the WWU Winter 

Educational Complex. Several of our units have class require-

ments that include swimming skills. 

This event allows us to complete those 

and will give us ample time for open 

swim.  

January 27-29—Upper Columbia Conference Pathfinder 

Teen Retreat. This is a time for our teens (age 13+) to head to 

Pathfinders Thank You! 

by Michael Jeffery 
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Camp MiVoden for a spiritually rich event mixed with lots of fun 

with the other teens in our club and across the Conference.  

February 12—Blue Mountain District Pinewood Derby. 

Pathfinders from across the district will come 

together to showcase the work they have put 

into designing and building their own pinewood 

derby cars. This will include craftsmanship 

judging and speed racing. At this event the 

teens are given the opportunity to enter what 

they call a “Teen Rat Rod” car which is simply a car they design 

and build that day as a team. There is a lot of excitement 

throughout the day, and we look forward to this event that is held 

every two years.  

This gives you a taste of events for the next two months in 

addition to our weekly meetings which are 

held on Wednesdays, 6:30 to 8 p.m. At these 

meetings, our units continue their classwork 

and earn multiple honors every year.  

Lastly, I would like to make a plea for 

volunteers who might have a hobby they 

would like to share with our kids. Especially 

useful are hobbies that have a Pathfinder 

Honor which the kids could earn. Please email 

your name, contact information, and type of 

hobby to me at mwjeffery@gmail.com. 

Michael and Tonia 

Health and Wellness is peachy to bring back 
Best Weigh! This ten-week program will 
meet Mondays, beginning January 9. We 
start promptly at 7 p.m. and finish by 8 p.m. 

Come to the Fellowship Room, Village SDA Church, and 
learn more about good health principles. We will be 
delighted to have you join us! Your 
charge will be zero. See you soon!  
 
 Mary Lou Tillay 
 and Rita Schroeder 
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A s I think about my childhood, I am so grateful for godly 

parents who held family worship every day. A morning 

devotional was read each day followed by prayer. My parents 

told me that I was a prayed-for baby. Their prayers 

helped preserve me from rebellion against God. To 

begin the Sabbath, we would gather at 

the piano for a special family 

worship. Dad would sit next to Mom 

on the piano bench. My brother Chuck 

would play his violin while Dad and I 

and my brother Tom would join in singing hymns 

out of the hymnal. Friday sundown worship always included, and 

still does, the traditional hymn, “Day is Dying in 

the West.” It was a happy tradition for the whole 

family. 

     Family worship is still an important part of our 

family. Ruby and I have recently added singing to 

our morning worship together. We selected a song 

book and are in the process of singing through it. A song, a 

reading, and a prayer—it’s a great way to begin the day! But our 

faithfulness is not perfect. Sometimes we have appointments and 

end up rushing through the worship time. We all 

know that Satan hates to hang around people who 

worship and praise the Lord. This is why he does 

everything he can to distract us or to keep us so busy 

we forget to take time for worship. Sometimes he 

succeeds. Those days when we neglect family 

worship, things don’t go so well. When we get impatient with 

each other, and get upset more easily, it’s usually because we 

didn’t take the time to have family worship. 

Prayer Points 

Family Worship 

by prayer coordinator 
Pastor John Stafford 
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  If family worship becomes a drudgery, something we do 

because we have to, we lose the blessing God has for us. Instead, 

it can become a most interesting time that we are spending with 

our Best Friend, Jesus. In Child Guidance (CG) we read some 

points to remember: 

 Interest—“The father, who is the priest of his household, 

should conduct the morning and evening worship. There is 

no reason why this should not be the most interesting and 

enjoyable exercise of the home life, and God is dishon-

ored when it is made dry and irksome” (CG 521). 

 Brevity—“Let the seasons of family worship be short and 

spirited. Do not let your  children or  any member  of 

your family dread them because of their tediousness or lack 

of interest. When a long chapter is read and explained and a 

long prayer offered, this precious service becomes 

wearisome, and it is a relief when it is over” (CG 521). 

 Understanding—“Let the father select a portion of 

Scripture that is interesting and easily understood; a few 

verses will be sufficient to furnish a lesson which may be 

studied and practiced through the day” (CG 521). 

 Interaction—“Questions may be asked, a few earnest, 

interesting remarks made, or incident, short and to the 

point, may be brought in by way of illustration” (CG 521). 

 Music and prayer—“At least a few verses of spirited song 

may be sung, and the prayer offered should be short and 

pointed. The one who leads in prayer should not pray about 

everything, but should express his needs in simple words 

and praise God with thanksgiving” (CG 521). 

 Attitude—“Let . . . no troubled, unkind thoughts . . . 

intrude; that parents and children assemble to meet with 

Jesus and to invite into the home the presence of holy 

angels” (CG 521). 

 Approach—“Let the services be brief and full of life, 

adapted to the occasion, and varied from time to time. 

Let all join in the Bible reading and learn and often repeat 

God’s law. It will add to the interest of the children if they 
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are sometimes permitted to select the reading. 

Question them upon it, and let them ask questions. 

Mention anything that will serve to illustrate its 

meaning. . . let the little ones take part in prayer, 

and let them join in song, if it be but a single 

verse” (CG 522). 

    Hopefully these thoughts will encourage you to 

take time with your family for family worship. Remember, the 

family who prays together, stays together.  

During the November 12 church service, surrounded by family, 
Charlotte Rollenhagen testified to the goodness of God on the 
occasion of her 104th birthday! She read Psalm 103:1-5. 
 
 “Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his 
holy name.  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his 
benefits:  Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy 
diseases;  Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who 
crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies; Who 
satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is 
renewed like the eagle’s.” 

Happy Birthday! 

One hundred four! 
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The Voice He Gave Me by Charles Ngandwe (Biography) 

From singing at village funerals in Zambia to voice training at 

Helderberg College, Cape Town. From the hungry years at home 

to the spotlight of Pretoria’s opera houses. Adventist singer 

Charles Ngandwe tells the fascinating story of how he has used 

the remarkable gift God has given him. “The first setback might 

leave us beaten to the floor, but if we can get up and dust our-

selves off,” says Charles, “with God’s help we can overcome our 

fear of failure—and start winning!” 

The Tender Touch of God: Turning Your Hurts Into Hope by 

Mike Macintosh (Devotional) 

Sometimes we can’t stop the hurt that comes our way. The pain 

we encounter can tear us apart—or build lasting character and 

The Church Library is OPEN 

C ome check it out! The library is open before Sabbath 

School and after church. This little book nook, located 

downstairs from the Fellowship Hall, contains oodles of great 

stories and study resources for young and old.  

 

Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for 
Him; do not fret because of him who 

prospers in his way, because of the man 
who brings wicked schemes to pass. 

Cease from anger, and forsake wrath; 
Do not fret—it only causes harm. 

Psalm 37: 7, 8 NKJV 
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A  new year has arrived, full of fresh challenges and fresh 

opportunities, new friends to make, new things to do, and 

new changes to face. Village Church is starting a new year, too. 

So it’s time to attend the annual business meeting and evaluate 

what our church will be about this year. 

The annual church business meeting provides an opportunity 

for Village Church members to make friends and connect with the 

church staff and with each other, to learn about the happenings at 

church, and to weigh in on important questions and issues. 

The business meeting will be held at Village Church at 4:30 

p.m. on February 4. 

make us more productive. By facing the emotions and aftermath 

of life’s ups and downs, we can open ourselves to the boundless 

power of God’s healing touch. Mike Macintosh skillfully guides 

us on a journey through the lives of real people to discover how 

we can not only cope with the pains of life, but triumph in them. 

Flying Doctor of the Philippines by Raymond H. Woolsey 

(Missions) 

You are sitting on a rattan-bottomed chair in the corner of a large 

sala, or living room. On chairs and on the floor around you, and 

leaning in through the open windows, are other visitors, patients, 

and relatives. Patients? They’ve been streaming through all day 

long. Goiter patients, accident victims, mothers with whining 

infants astride their hips. Ah, yes, see the mosquito net. It is 

strung from the joists and takes up most of the room. Inside the 

net are boxes of sterile linens, an autoclave, a case of surgical 

instruments, a nurse, an assistant, and a patient on a portable 

operating table. And Dr. Richli. 

Village Church 

Business 
Meeting 

by Elizabeth Travis 
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A number of important topics will be addressed at this 

meeting. Here are some key points: 
 

 The proposed church budget will be reviewed, approved, 

and adopted. 
 

 Church Treasurer, Sherry Keller, will give an annual 

financial report about church giving, costs, and the status of 

accounts. 
 

 There will be a church clerk report on membership, 

including transfers, baptisms, and those who joined by 

profession of faith. 
 

 Outreach Coordinator Chad Washburn will report on 

Village online ministries such as the church website, 

Youtube, Facebook, and Instagram. 
 

 The Village Church TV report will be shared. 
 

 Attendees will hear a brief review of the year from Sabbath 

School and Children’s Ministry, Discovery Club, 

Adventurers, Pathfinders, Outreach, Health and Wellness 

Ministry. 
 

 The Village Center will share a report 
 

 Ministry plans for 2023 will be outlined 
 

The business meeting is a way of sorting out information, 

making plans, and maintaining a strong connection between the 

staff and the members of Village Church. 

Connection and communication are key if the 

church is to run smoothly, and every member of 

Village Church can help make that happen. A lot 

of important events and activities are coming up in 

2023, and Village Church leaders desire input 

from its members. So come along to the business 

meeting on February 4, and find out what 2023 has 

in store for Village Church. 

Beth Travis 
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2 Tbsp. vegetable broth 

1 ½ cups chopped onion 

2 Tbsp. minced garlic 

2 Tbsp. minced fresh ginger 

1 tsp. turmeric 

1 tsp. coriander 

1 tsp.  ground cumin 

½ tsp. garam masala 

2 cups diced tomatoes 

2 Tbsp. tomato paste 

Sea salt to taste 

½ tsp. cayenne pepper (or 

less) 

2 15-ounce cans chickpeas, 

drained and rinsed 

1 15-ounce can unsweetened 

coconut milk 

½ tsp, lemon juice 

4 cups cooked brown rice, for 

serving 

 

T his recipe was shared with us by Dianna Pewitt, 

one of the many valued behind-the-scenes 

helpers for Village Voice. This recipe is from The 

China Study Cookbook by Leanne Campbell. 

Dianna and her husband, Jerry, enjoy naan bread 

with these flavorful garbanzos. 

1.  In a large skillet, sauté  onion over medium heat 

with 2 tablespoons vegetable broth, stirring 

frequently, until onion becomes translucent. Stir in 

garlic, ginger, turmeric, coriander, cumin, and 

garam masala. Cook for 2 minutes. 

2. Stir in diced tomatoes, tomato paste, salt, and 

cayenne pepper, and cook for 3-4 minutes. Stir in 

chickpeas, coconut milk, and lemon juice. Cover 

and cook 8-10 minutes on low heat. 

3. Serve on top of rice. 

Masala’s Chickpeas 
Makes 6-8 servings 
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Dear Village Voice readers, 

More true than “You are 

what you eat” is “You are 

what you believe.” Informa-

tion constantly bombards us, 

much of it biased and untrue. 

Consider this: Satan’s 

power lies in the power of 

lies, but those lies only have 

power if they are believed. 

How can that power be 

broken? John 8:32,“And you 

shall know the truth, 

and the truth shall 

make you free.” 

     “Faith comes by 

the word of God. Then grasp 

His promise, ‘Him that 

cometh to Me I will in no 

wise cast out.’ John 6:37. Cast 

yourself at His feet with the 

cry, ‘Lord, I believe; help 

Thou mine unbelief.’ You can 

never perish while you do 

this—never” The Desire of Ages, 

p. 429. 

Let’s make 2023 a year of 

greater delving into the Word 

of God. Read it, listen to it, 

study it, think on it, pray it, 

teach it, memorize it, and, in 

the righteousness 

of Christ, live it. 
 

God bless you! 
 

Karen Ekkens, editor 

Karen Ekkens 


