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A nd every creature which is in heaven and on the earth ... I 

heard saying: “Blessing and honor and glory and power 

be to Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, forever and 

ever!” Revelation 5:13, NKJV. 

The church of God upon the earth is 

one with the church of God above. 

Believers on the earth, and those who have 

never fallen in heaven, are one church. 

Every heavenly intelligence is interested 

in the assemblies of the saints, who on 

earth meet to worship God in spirit and in 

truth, and in the beauty of holiness. In the 

inner court of heaven, they listen to the testimonies of the 

witnesses for Christ in the outer court on earth. And the praise 

and thanksgiving that come from the church below are taken up in 

the heavenly anthem, and praise and rejoicing resound through 

the heavenly courts because Christ has not died in vain for the 

fallen sons and daughters of Adam. 

While angels drink from the fountainhead, the saints on earth 

drink from the pure streams flowing from the throne of God, 

making glad the City of God. Oh, that we could all realize the 

nearness of heaven to earth! When the earthborn 

children know it not, they have the angels of light 

as their companions; for the heavenly messengers 

are sent forth to minister to those who shall be 

heirs of salvation. 

     A silent witness guards every soul that lives, 

seeking to win and draw it to Christ. The angels 

never leave the tempted ones a prey to the enemy 

who would destroy the souls of men and women 

Connected with Heaven 
by E. G. White 
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if permitted to do so. As long as there is hope, until they resist the 

Holy Spirit to their eternal ruin, they are guarded by heavenly 

intelligences. 

Let us all bear in mind that in every assembly of the saints 

below are the angels of God, listening to the thanksgiving, the 

praise, the supplication that is offered by the people of God in 

testimonies, songs, and prayers. Let them remember that their 

praises are supplemented by the choir of the angelic host above.  

     The image of Christ engraved upon the heart 

is reflected in character, in practical life, day by 

day, because we represent a personal Savior. The 

Holy Spirit is promised to all who will ask for it. 

When you search the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit 

is by your side, personating Jesus Christ. 

     If we will open the door to Jesus, He will 

come in and abide with us. Our strength will 

always be reinforced by His actual representative, 

the Holy Spirit (The General Conference 

Bulletin, February 15, 1895). 
 

This selection was reprinted from the Revival and Reformation Daily 

Devotional November 11, 2022 and was shared with Village Voice by 

Pat Williams.  

“The blood of Jesus is pleading with power and 

efficacy for those who are backslidden, for those 

who are rebellious, for those who sin against 

great light and love. Satan stands at our right 

hand to accuse us, and our Advocate stands at 

God’s right hand to plead for us. 

He has never lost a case that has 

been committed to Him. We may 

trust in our Advocate, for He 

pleads His own merits in our 

behalf.”  —Manuscript 143, 1901 
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Baptized December 17, 2022 

Sophie Espinoza 

Iker Espinoza 

Marvin Rehn 

“I am the Vine, you are 

the branches.”  —Jesus 
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Christmas Dinner Recap 

G loria Nelson believes 

Christmas dinner is 

not meant to be eaten alone. 

That is why she organized a 

Christmas gathering for all 

church family who wished to 

attend. “This year,” Gloria 

related, “About 27 of us 

came together for a potluck 

meal. We decorated the Fellowship Hall for Christmas, and 

everyone brought food and a gift to share.” After a merry 

meal, they all pitched in to help clean up, then gathered in a 

semicircle where Gloria told them a story.  

“I told about two little girls who were walking home. Up 

ahead they noticed a cougar in the road. They remembered 

their mother had told them to sing whenever they felt 

afraid, so they started singing and continued walking toward 

the cougar. As they neared, it lay down in the path, so the 

little girls kept singing and walked right past the cougar. 

Soon their mother came in the wagon and picked them up. 

The girls told her about the cougar and said, ‘Mama, we 

remembered to sing.’ She said, ‘It sounded like angels singing.’ 

So there were probably more than just those two little girls 

singing.” The story ended with the revelation, “The author 

said she knew 

this story was 

true because 

she was one of 

those little 

girls.” 
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After the story, people went up by fours to the gift table 

and each person selected a present to open. “Each one kept 

the present they opened; no one wanted to do any trading.” 

Gloria explained. “Once the gifts were opened, we all sat and 

visited, sharing memories about Ingathering and other 

things. There was good fellowship, and none of us had to eat 

alone on Christmas.”  

Congratulations! 
Luba Schmidt and John Brunton 

Married December 11, 2022 
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M any of us have been shocked to hear that Cindy 

Walikonis passed away, especially after so many of us 

united together on our phones and in prayer groups to pray for her 

healing. We exercised faith and believed God would heal her. But 

then she died. 

My brother Tom and his wife Brooke were also stricken with 

grief when, after much prayer for his recovery, their son, Sid, 

passed away from COVID-19. Our whole family prayed for his 

recovery. His prayer group also prayed. But then he died. 

We may ask why God didn’t heal these dear ones. We may 

not know why until we get to heaven. Then all our questions will 

be answered. Then we will understand God’s workings in our 

lives. We may learn that God allows his children to die because it 

will result in the salvation of others. We were amazed that over 

three hundred people attended my nephew’s funeral, many of 

whom had been his coworkers at Cascade Gas in Portland.   

In Morris Venden’s sermon, “Having faith to not be healed” 

he said, “It takes a lot of faith to not be healed, or to not be deliv-

ered, to not have their prayers answered in a way they hoped they 

would be.” There is a major misunderstanding in the minds of 

many. Bad things do happen to good people. The Apostle John 

was banished to an island. The Apostle Paul was denied his 

prayer request several times, and God said, “Stop praying that 

request.”  We forget that Elisha, who received a double portion of 

Elijah’s spirit, died after a long, 

lingering illness. He was so godly that 

when a man’s body was thrown into his 

grave, the man came back to life and 

stood on his feet (2 Kings 13:21). We 

forget that John the Baptist, of whom 

Prayer Points Why does God 
 sometimes not 

 answer yes 
 to our prayers? 

by Pastor John Stafford, prayer coordinator 
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Jesus said no greater person was ever born, 

was beheaded alone in a dungeon. We forget 

that Hebrews 11 is not all peaches and cream. 

We dwell on the stories of people who had 

great faith as described in the first part of the 

chapter, but we forget the part after verse 35 about Christians who 

were “…tortured, not accepting deliverance, .… Still others who 

had trials of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and 

imprisonment. They were stoned, they were 

sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the 

sword. They wandered about, …being 

destitute, afflicted, tormented, …And all these, 

having obtained a good testimony through 

faith, did not receive the promise, 

…” (Hebrews 11:36-39 NKJV). 

On December 27, as Ruby and I read our daily devotional, 

The Upward Look, p. 375, we found counsel which encouraged 

us and helped us better understand why God doesn’t always heal 

when we ask Him to. The following summarizes what Ellen 

White wrote:  

 When praying for the sick, it is no sign that we lack faith 

when we pray, “If it can be for Thy glory, to do this for us, we 

will praise Thee, and magnify Thy holy name.” 

 We must remember that God, who “understands the present 

and future history of all, will do that which is for our best 

good and His name’s glory.”   

 When we pray, we must trust God saying, “‘Not our will, but 

Thine be done.’ He knows this [is] not a prayer of doubt, but 

of perfect trust—that God knows what is best.... Our work is 

to pray, to believe, and to wait patiently for Him who is our 

Saviour.”  

 Ellen White prayed, “‘O God, the living God, reveal Thyself. 

Make known Thy power unto Thy people, and may this 

sickness result in our good and Thine own name’s glory.’ 

There is not a thread of unbelief in this prayer, but perfect 

submission to the will of God, who is mighty to save to the 

utmost all who believe in Him.” 
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Shirley at her birthday celebration 
with a group of long-time friends 

Happy 90th Birthday! 

S hirley Smick completed 90 

years of life December 28, 

2022. The next day, her daughters, 

sons-in-law,  and grandchildren 

hosted a celebration for her with 

delicious food, delightful memories, 

devoted friends, and deeply 

enjoyed fellowship.  

Shirley with her eldest 
daughter, Debbie 
Muthersbaugh 
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I  can’t take credit for it. It was God’s idea,” 

Juanita Neal-Teranski related. “I, along 

with the entire congregation, have been shocked 

and felt stunned as we learned of Cindy 

Walikonis’ death. In fact, it has seemed there is 

no opportunity or appropriate way to express our corporate grief!” 

Under the Lord’s direction, and in appreciation for Cindy’s 

role model, dietary education, excellent presentations, and 

passionate activism regarding mission work in 

Turkey, Juanita went to work. Pulling a team of 

helpers together, she proposed a tribute in 

honor of Cindy. Beginning the first Sabbath of 

the new year and continuing through February, 

immediately following the church service, food 

samples and copies of Cindy’s Heritage 

Recipes are distributed in the foyer. This is not 

only a way to remember Cindy and benefit 

again from her knowledge of delicious, 

nutritious cookery, but also an opportunity to mingle, grieve 

together, and encourage one another. 

    Fellowship and community—it’s something we all need, 

especially when times are tough. Come find it in the foyer after 

church while we honor Cindy’s legacy with delicious food and 

warm friendship. 

In Loving Tribute 
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B ack in September of 2022, Village Church joined the 

Upper Columbia Conference in the Vertical prayer initia-

tive. Church members were encouraged to dedicate themselves to 

prayer, to seek God’s will and ask for the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit. As we begin a new year, that prayer initiative has 

continued. 

All through January, members of the 

Conference have been reaching out as 

part of the prayer initiative. Church 

members were encouraged to pray daily 

about specific needs and challenges that the Conference knew 

needed God’s help. Members were invited to pray for: 

 A renewing of our hearts to be open to the Holy Spirit every 

day to lead and guide us in how to reach lost men and women and 

boys and girls for His kingdom 

 Unity as the Vision Weekend Dream Team works on the 

God-inspired vision  

 God’s blessing on David Jamieson, UCC President, in his 

presentation of the vision during the conference-wide sermon 

viewed throughout the UCC on Sabbath, January 21. 

As part of the prayer initiative, members received daily emails 

with an inspiration theme and scripture suggestions for prayer. 

Also, members of Village Church conducted a daily Prayer Line 

phone call at 6 a.m. and 8:30 p.m., receiving prayer requests and 

connecting with fellow church members. 

On January 11, the World SDA Church began 10 Days of 

Prayer, a series of meetings which are held annually. Village 

Church participated in these prayer meetings by gathering nightly 

in the chapel and joining the thousands 

of other Christians seeking God’s 

guidance as they set out to face a new 

year. Here is a short excerpt from the 

online resources for the 10 Days of 

Prayer: 

Vertical: A Prayer for the New Year 

by Elizabeth Travis 
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Our Prayer Theme: Back to the Altar: 

Making a Place for God 

Hurried and worried. Angry and upset. Busy 

and broken. 

     These are some of the words that people 

around the globe are using to describe their 

lives in today’s fast-paced society. If you too are 

feeling the weight of our perishing world, we invite you on a 10-

day prayer journey to the very heart of God—

the place where burdens are lifted, hurts are 

healed, and strength is renewed. You will be 

challenged to build anew your altar of personal 

worship to the true and living God, for He has 

promised, “Then you will call upon Me and go 

and pray to Me, and I will listen to 

you” (Jeremiah 29:12). 

     Let’s pray together for a revival of our personal and family 

worship altars, that the Holy Spirit might reform and empower us 

to proclaim God’s final message of hope to the world! 
If the Vertical initiative and the 10 Days of 

Prayer can illustrate one thing, it’s just how aware 

we are that we need God’s peace and guidance to 

see us through this coming year. This year we will 

face struggles, problems, things we’re not prepared 

to face on our own. We need God with us every 

step of the way, and prayer is the best way to seek 

Him and daily invite Him into our lives. 

Want to join others in prayer? 
Prayer Chain—contact Naomi Parson at 916-955-4583 

Prayer line—978-990-5000 code 895738# Fridays  at 7 a.m. 
Prayer meeting—Wednesday mornings 10:30 a.m. and evenings 

7 p.m.in the chapel 

Beth Travis 
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The Village Pantry 

V illage Voice is pleased to introduce The 

Village Pantry, a new recipe page 

hosted by Cindy Solis, wife of Pastor Dan 

Solis. Originally from Indiana, Cindy came 

to the Walla Walla Valley in 2000 and taught fifth and sixth 

grade at Rogers Adventist School. This past June she retired after 

22 years of teaching at Rogers and now works several 

hours a week supervising student teachers for Walla 

Walla University. Cindy also enjoys sewing, 

quilting, baking, and helping out with music at the 

church. She and Pastor Dan have three adult 

children and seven grandkids. 

Welcome, Cindy! Thank you for sharing recipes 

with us!  

Angel Sugar Cookies 
  
2 sticks unsalted butter softened 
1 cup canola/vegetable oil 
1 cup sugar 
1 cup powdered sugar 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
2 large eggs 
4 cups plus 2 tablespoons flour (I use unbleached) 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
1 teaspoon cream of tartar  
1 teaspoon salt 
Pink or red sanding sugar, for sprinkling on top of each cookie  

 Directions:  

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. 

This is a recipe I made for my students and they loved them 

every time and would beg to have them.  

        (Recipe courtesy of Ree Drummond) 
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In a large mixing bowl, cream together the butter, oil, granulated 
sugar, powdered sugar, vanilla and eggs. Add flour, baking soda, 
cream of tartar and salt and mix well.  Cover and refrigerate the 
dough for 1 hour. 

      With a cookie scoop, drop balls of dough onto ungreased, 
baking sheet. Smear a dab of butter all over the bottom of the 
glass, then dip the glass in granulated sugar.  Use the glass to 
flatten each ball of dough, dipping again into the sugar each 
time.  Then sprinkle the sanding sugar over the cookies. 

     Bake until the cookies are just barely turning brown, about 10 
minutes. Don’t overbrown.  Allow to cool before eating. Enjoy! 
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Mission stories from the master storyteller...that would be Eric B. Hare. If 

you heard Eric B. Hare live or even recorded you would never forget him! 

Well, this book is the next best thing to hearing him live. Included is the 

classic “CROOKED EARS,” plus “THE BOY WHO WOULDN’T TOUCH HIS 

GRANDMA’S PIPE” and “THE BOY WHO DARED TO TELL DADDY” plus many 

more short stories that will keep your interest level high. On the cart, easy 

to check out!! 
 
Why do we keep the Sabbath holy? This book “CABIN BOY TO ADVENT 

CRUSADER” tells the story of Captain Joseph Bates and answers the Sab-

bath question. Early Adventists were mostly quite young, Captain Bates 

was the exception at 54 years old when he discovered the truth about the 

Sabbath. The author, Virgil Robinson, does an excellent job telling the story 

of Bates who traded a seafaring life for the hardships of preaching and 

teaching the Sabbath truth. On the cart, easy to check out!! 
 
Everyone in the Walla Walla Valley has heard of our College and now our 

University, but do you know how and when it began? This book from our 

Village Library “60 YEARS OF PROGRESS WALLA WALLA COLLEGE” traces 

the early years of WWC. It is filled with pictures of the early shakers and 

movers who built this institution. The history details the struggles and tri-

umphs in an engaging story form. There has to be someone in this book 

that you have known or at least heard of. A fascinating read, and on the 

cart, easy to check out. 
 
Josephine Cunnington Edwards is the Queen of Adventist Story tellers. This 

book by Edwards called “LOOM O’ LIFE” weaves an interesting, colorful 

tale of how early Adventists shared their faith with family, friends and 

neighbors. It details activities of Adventists in the United States in the early 

1900s, their joys, disappointments, and victories in an engaging collection 

of short stories that will encourage the reader to have faith in God. Hey, 

it’s on the cart so check it out!! 
 
If you have read this far you must have an interest in our library...we could 

use some help. We need a volunteer or two who is willing to help type the 

cards for our new books. Call Joy Palmer at 509-629-1195 if willing. 

From the Library—by Marcel Grondahl 
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Dear Village Voice readers, 

What is the purpose of 

church? Corporate worship, as 

the front page article states, 

involves heaven as well as 

earth. Ideally, we will be per-

sonally abiding in Christ all 

week and have His Spirit fill-

ing our hearts when we gather 

for worship. 

“The powers of darkness 

stand a poor chance against 

believers who love one anoth-

er as Christ has loved them, 

who refuse to create alienation 

and strife, who stand together, 

who are kind, courteous and 

tender-hearted, cherishing the 

faith that works by love and 

purifies the soul. We must 

have the Spirit of Christ, or 

we are none of His” (Manuscript 

103, 1902). 
Church, then, gives us op-

portunities to reveal the love  

and power of God at work in 

our lives shown by the way 

we treat each other, the  sto-

ries we share of His care, the 

gratitude we express for His 

amazing character of love. 

     Tall order? 

Yes, but we 

serve a God who 

is able. 
 
  God bless you! 

Karen Ekkens, editor 

Karen Ekkens 


